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T H E T O W N

SAN ANSELMO




Budget Workshop

On Saturday morning, March 1, the Town Council held a budget workshop.  The purpose of the workshop was to provide the Town Council with revenue and expenditure projections for 2008-09 early on in order to gather Council input on goals and priorities for the upcoming year.

Finance and Administrative Services Director Janet Pendoley made a presentation on the Town’s budget structure.  She noted that the Town’s General Fund revenue comes from a variety of sources, as follows:
· Property taxes






51%

· Local taxes






16%

· Fees for services





9% 
· Permits






8%

· Sales tax






6%

· Franchise fees






4%

· Motor Vehicle License Fees and other agency revenue 
4%

· Other







4%
General Fund expenditures are divided up as follows:
· Police and Fire Departments




59%

· Engineering, Planning & Building, Streets, Parks

17%

· Administration, Legal, Town Council and other

11%

· Capital, Equipment and Road Maintenance


7%

· Library







4%

· Insurance






2%

· General Fund support for Recreation Department

1%

Based on very preliminary projections, the Town’s revenue from property tax is expected to increase in 2008-09 by about 5%, a projected 2% decrease from the 2007-08 increase of 7%.  This reflects the slowing housing market.  Other revenues are expected to hold fairly steady in 2008-09. Expenditures already committed to for 2008-09 include the municipal lease repayment for the Fire Station reconstruction, a return of $100,000 to the Library budget and already negotiated cost of living increases for bargaining unit employees.  In the coming months, staff will continue to watch trends carefully.
The Council was concerned about making ongoing commitments to new programs, projects or staff given the current uncertainty of the economy and the State budget.  They agreed that it will be particularly important next year to have funds available in Contingency for unexpected expenses.  Finally, they asked staff to come back with more specifics, including costs, on needed equipment and capital projects, and the proposed solar installations on Town buildings.
The Budget Workshop was also attended by Town Treasurer Bess Niemcewicz,, Town Attorney Rob Epstein, Library Director Sara Loyster, Planning and Building Director Lisa Wight, Recreation Director Doug Long, Police Chief Charles Maynard, Fire Chief Roger Meagor and Police Captain James Providenza, as well as several members of the public.
Stay tuned for more information on this important topic!

Get Ready Ross Valley

The GET READY Disaster Preparedness Program is designed to fill three important needs, which will make it easier to become prepared for a disaster. These needs are:
1. Disaster Survival Knowledge
The two-hour training course includes a take-home manual. At the conclusion of the class, you’ll know what to do before, during and after a regional disaster.

2. Emergency Equipment and Supplies
You will be provided with a shopping list so you can assemble an emergency supply kit or you can purchase a ready-made kit after the training session. 

3. Food and Water to Last Five Days
The size of this emergency reserve is determined by the number of people in your household. You will be provided with a shopping list so you can assemble your own reserve or you can purchase ready-made modules.

The next 2 hour GET READY class is scheduled for Tuesday, March 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Sleepy Hollow Clubhouse, 1317 Butterfield Road.  Sign up on the website at www.getreadyrossvalley.org or call 257-0809.  The email contact information is info@getreadyrossvalley.org.

Poetry Night

The San Anselmo Library will hold its annual “Night of the Poets” on Tuesday, April 1, 2008 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. in the Town Council Chambers, 525 San Anselmo Avenue. 

Enjoy an evening of poetry, with readings and recitations of original poems and favorite selections by citizens, poets and other celebrities of San Anselmo, in celebration of National Library Week and National Poetry Month.  Refreshments following the program.
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