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r Ptan costumes that are bright and reftective. Make sure that shoes fit wetl and [hat
costurnes are short enough to prevent tripping, entanglement or contact with flame.

. Consider adding reflective tape or striping to costumes and trick-or-treat bags for
greater vis ibi t i ty.

. Secure emergency identification (name, address, phone number) discreetly within
Hatloween attire or on a bracelet.

.  Because a mask can l imit  or btock eyesight,  consider non-toxic and hypoattergenic
makeup or a decorative hat as a safe atternative.

. When shopping for costumes, wigs and accessories purchase onty those with a labet
indicat ing they are f tame resistant.

. Think twice before using simutated knives, guns or swords. lf such props must be used,
be certain they do not appear authentic and are soft and ftexibte to prevent injury.

.  Obtain f tasht ights with fresh batter ies for at l  chi tdren and their  escorts.

. Ptan ahead to use onty battery powered lan[erns or chemicat tightsticks in place of
candles in decorat ions and costumes.

. This is atso a great time to buy fresh batteries for your home smoke atarms.

.  Teach chitdren their  home phone number and to how cat l  9-1-1 (or their  local
emergency number) if they have an emergency or become [ost. Remind them that 9-
1-1 can be diated free from any phone.

. Openty discuss appropriate and inappropriate behavior at Hattoween time.
'  Consider purchasing individuatty packaged heatthy food al ternat ives (or safe non-food

treats) for those who visi t  your home.
.  Take extra effort  to et iminate tr ipping hazards on your porch and walkway. Check

around your property for flower pots, tow tree timbs, support wires or garden hoses
that may prove hazardous to young chitdren rushing from house to house.

. Learn or review CPR skills to aid someone who is choking.

. Consider safe party guidetines when hosting an adutt or office party.

BEFORE NIGHTFALL ON HALLOWEEN:
. ,A good meal prior to parties and trick-or-treating witl discourage youngsters from

fi t t ing up on Haltoween treats.
. Consider fire safety when decorating. Do not overtoad eleciricai outlets with hotiday

t ight ing or speciat ef fects,  and do not btock exi t  doors.
.  White chi tdren can hetp with the fun of designing a jack o'  lantern, teave the carving

to  adu l ts .
.  Always keep jack o'  tanterns and hot etectr ic lamps far away from drapes, decorat ions,

f tammabte mater iats or areas where chi tdren and pets wit l  be standing or walking.
.  Ptan and review with your chi tdren the route and behavior which is acceptabte to you.
.  Do not permit  chi ldren to bicycte, rol ler-blade or skateboard.
. Agree on a specific time when reveters must return home.
. Atong with f tasht ights for at t ,  otder chi ldren and escorts shoutd wear a wristwatch and

carry coins for non-emergency phone ca[[s.
. Confine, segregate or otherwise prepare household pets for an evening of frightful

s ights and sounds. Be sure that at I  dogs and cats are wearing cottars and proper
ident i f icat ion tags. Consutt  your veter inar ian for further advice.



.  Remind at l  househotd dr ivers to rernain caut ious and dr ive stowly lhroughour the
communl ty .

r  Adult  partygoers shoutd estabt ish and reward a designated dr iver.

wH EN TRICK-OR-TREAT|NG:
'  A parenl or responsibte adutt  shoutd alwavs accompany young chi ldren on their

neighborhood rounds.
.  RemindTrick-or-Treaters:

.  By using a f tasht ight,  they can see and be seen by others.

.  Stay in a group, watk stowty and communicate where you are going,

. Only trick-or-treat in wetl known neighborhoods at homes that have a porch
t ight on.

.  Remain on wel l - l i t  streets and atways use the sidewatk.

. lf no sidewatk is avaitabte, walk at the farthest edge of the roadway facing
traffic.

. Never cut across yards or use alteys.

. Never enter a stranger's home or car for a treat.

. Obey atl traffic and pedestrian regutations.

. Atways watk. Never run across a street.

. Only cross the street as a group in estabtished crosswatks (as recognized by
locaI custom).

. Remove any mask or item that witl l imit eyesight before crossing a street,
driveway or atLey.

. Don't assume the right of way. Motorists may have troubte seeing Trick-or-
Treaters. Just because one car stops, doesn't mean others witt.

. Never consume unwrapped food items or open beverages that may be offered.

. No treats are to be eaten untit they are thoroughly checked by an Adutt at
home.

. Law Enforcement authorities shoutd be notified immediatety of any suspicious
or untawfut act iv i tv.

AFTER TRICK-OR.TREATING:

. Wait  unt i t  chi tdren are home !o sortand check treats,  Though tampering is rare, a
responsible Adutt  should ctosety examine at l  t reats and throw away any spoited,
unwrapped or suspicious i tems.

. Try to apportion [reats for the days fottowing Haltoween.

.  Al though sharing is encouraged, make sure i tems that can cause choking {such as hard
candies),  are given onty to those of an appropriate age
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