The Hoot: December 2015
News from your San Anselmo Public Library

SAN ANSELMO PUBLIC LIBRARY – CENTENNIAL SPECTACULAR!
What a wonderful year here at the San Anselmo Public Library! We kicked it off right with our centennial celebration on February 12,
2015, marking our 100th anniversary with a reenactment of the original dedication ceremony. You can view this historic event online
and see it on the “big” screen on Thursday, December 3, in the library with friends and neighbors to relive that special night.
Adult Services in Review
We have had 81 adult programs attended by 1,156 people so far this year. We added subscriptions to Brainfuse and lynda.com, two
online digital learning resources that patrons can access with their library card number and PIN. The library got all new computers for
public use and we increased bandwidth for Internet and WiFi. The October Tunstead Live: The Mysterious Stranger: Chilling Poems and
Spooky Stories of Edgar Allan Poe was a particular favorite program for the staff. Professional actor Robert Sicular gave a wonderful
performance in his dramatic renditions of Poe’s works. As Serianna, our Adult Services Librarian, so ably put it, “the part I enjoyed the
most was decorating and transforming the library to reflect Poe and the Halloween spirit.” With dimmed lights and dozens of candles
in the Carnegie Reading Room, the Library was once again transformed into a magical place where the mind is encouraged to explore
and the imagination is set free.
Youth Services in Review
Children’s and Teen programs numbered 249 and 25 respectively, and were attended by 13,480 children and 397 teens. The summer
reading program was a big hit as kids of all ages Read to the Rhythm. Our teen volunteer program is filled with vibrant young faces
who tutor younger children, assist Librarians in some of their duties, and help run younger children’s programs. The Teen Library
Council has evolved into an energetic team filled with innovative and meaningful ideas. Watch out world — this generation is
impressive.
The Friends of the Library’s bookstore, Town Books, celebrated its one year anniversary. Congratulations to them and to the cadre of
volunteers keeping the store going. The store has become a community gathering place in the heart of downtown where new
friendships are forged and seasoned ones continue to grow. The Friends can always use more volunteers, whether to help in the store,
sort donations or help with Amazon sales. And, they need your good donations. All proceeds from all sales benefit the library.
And so, with Thanksgiving upon us, I say thank you to our dedicated staff, to our many volunteers of all ages, and to our loyal
community.
--Linda Kenton
Town Librarian

December at Town Books
Gift certificates! Perfect for all book lovers, gift certificates are available in any
denomination and many of our books are priced at $5 or less.
Extended holidays hours! We will be open Tuesday through Saturday, 10am-4pm,
December 1-December 23.
New “Gift” section! New or like-new books will be set aside in one place for you
to browse for gifts!
Local art exhibit! Paintings by San Anselmo artist Dan Thomas will be on display
and for sale at Town Books through January 1, 2016.

HOLIDAY HOURS!
The Library will be closed on Thursday, December 24, and Friday, December 25. We will be open on
Saturday, December 26, 10am-5pm.
The Library will be open 10am-2pm on Thursday, December 31 and we will be closed on Friday,
January 1. The Library will be open on Saturday, January 2, 10am-5pm.

Adult Programs
1915 to 2015: San Anselmo Library Celebrates 100 Years
Thursday, December 3
7pm, Library
Join us as we celebrate our centennial once again with the film 1915 to 2015:
San Anselmo Library Celebrates 100 Years, the historical reenactment of the
library’s original dedication. Judy Coy, Historical Commissioner, will introduce the
film and the figures who were paramount to the creation of the
San Anselmo Public Library.
Enjoy a candy buffet while you relive your library’s history. All ages are welcome.

DISCUSSION GROUPS
The New Yorker Discussion Group
Monday, December 7 and Tuesday, December 15
6-7:30pm, Historical Museum

San Anselmo Library Book Discussion Group
Book Selection: Euphoria by Lily King
Tuesday, December 15
8pm, Library

Afternoon Book Buzz
Book Selection: The Imperfectionists by Tom Rachman
Wednesday, December 30
1:30pm, Town Books

Wired Wednesday
December 2 and December 16
6pm-8pm, Library

Game Night for Adults!
Tuesday, December 1
6:30-7:30pm, Library
Want to play? Bring a friend and have fun in the Reading Room at
Game Night for Adults! We will provide Scrabble, cards, and rules or
feel free to bring your own games to share with fellow gamers.

Art Talk Tuesday
Holidays: Christmas, Chanukah,
and other festive celebrations
Tuesday, December 8
12pm, Council Chambers
Begin your holiday season with Art Talk Tuesday!
Holidays: Christmas, Chanukah, and other festive celebrations
will look at the beautiful and intriguing paintings that depict
giving, receiving, feasting, and the enjoyment of holidays and
other festivities. View holidays at Versailles, outdoor picnics,
marriage celebrations, weddings, birthdays, and national
holidays as depicted by various artists throughout the centuries.

Bring your e-reader and internet questions!

Coloring Night For Adults
Monday, December 28
6:30-7:30pm, Library
Return to a simple joy from childhood: coloring! Drop in
anytime between 6:30pm and 7:30pm on the fourth
Monday of the month to relax, have fun, and unleash your
creativity. We will provide coloring pages and tools but feel
free to bring your own.

WINTER MUSICALS
ON THE BIG SCREEN
Join us as we get into the holiday
spirit with these classic musicals on the big screen!
Shows begin at 2:30pm in the Council Chambers on the
following dates. All ages are welcome.
Tuesday, December 22: White Christmas
Tuesday, December 29: Singin’ in the Rain

Children’s News
“How can I help my child become a better reader?” As a children’s librarian, I hear this question a lot from parents.
It may seem simple, but it’s true: the most effective way to help children learn to read proficiently is to read to them
regularly. Children who enjoy being read to are more likely to want to learn to read themselves.
Of course, nothing can replace the magic of reading to a child sitting on your lap. But, if you are like so many other
Americans, your extended family may be spread out across the country, limiting opportunities for reading together. You may
already be well acquainted with video chat programs like Skype and FaceTime, but have you ever considered connecting with
your loved ones for a long-distance story session? Pick a book that is short, funny, and has big illustrations that can be seen
over a screen. Most importantly, choose a book that you like and are excited to share.
In the October 15, 2015 issue of Booklist, Ilene Cooper recommends some engaging and short picture books for “the
virtual lap.” Find the list of books here. Most of them are available at your library and we are always happy to offer more book
suggestions.

Children’s Programs
Graham Cracker
Gingerbread House
Decorating
Monday, December 7
3:30-4:30pm, Age 3 & up
Council Chambers
**Advanced Sign-Up Required**
The whole family is invited to come to the library to
create gingerbread-style houses out of graham
crackers, frosting, and candy.

Winter Reading
Program!

Tuesday, December 8,
4pm, Library
Caroling Kids have been
entertaining Marin residents
since 1995 when they first appeared on the
holiday scene. These young singers will delight
you with Christmas carols, Hanukkah songs,
and winter popular standards.

It’s raining books!
Between November
21, 2015 and January 4, 2016, play
the winter reading game by reading
books or having books read to you
and coloring in a raindrop for each
20 minutes that you read. Earn your
first prize after 10 raindrops.
Fill all the raindrops to get a second
prize!
Visit the Reference Desk to sign up!

Middle School
Book Club
Redwall
by Brian Jacques

Bookworms, Grades 3-5
El Deafo by Cece Bell
Wednesday, December 16
3-4pm
Council Chambers

Singers Marin Concert
Caroling Kids

Friday, December 11
4-4:50pm
Council Chambers

Teen Library Council
First Wednesday of the month
December 2, 3-4pm
Historical Museum
Fulfill community service requirements and
make a difference in your community!
Pizza will be
served!

Knitting Club
Wednesdays
December 2
December 9
December 16
4pm, Library
Learn to knit a scarf for
the holidays.
No experience necessary.

LEGO Club
Tuesday
December 15
3:30pm
Council Chambers
Ages 5 and up
Drop in!

Teen Programs
DIY Holiday Gift
Making for Teens
Friday, December 4
4-5pm, Council Chambers
Join library staff and
Doodlebug for a holiday crafting party
just for teens age 12 and up.

Teen Book Club
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy
by Douglas Adams
Wednesday, December 9
6:30-7:30pm
Historical Museum
By teens for teens!

SHARE A
Book, Read
to a Dog!
Thursdays
December 3
and 17
3:30-4:30pm
Library

