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response in complying with the state law on this issue is
more of a long-range problem, whereas the more urgent
problem is that the public is being allowed into the
building and it has been determined to be hazardous. If
the Town takes action, he recommended it be an interim
action pending the long-term decision on retrofitting or
replacing that building. The options are to continue to use
the building with the probabilities of having an earthquake
that causes the building to collapse, creating serious
injuries, or vacating it and moving library services
elsewhere until the long-term decisions on the library
building are made.

Walsh asked if this was the only unreinforced masonry )
building in Town, how it was identified, and whether funds
were available for retrofitting the bullding.' Braun.
responded that it has been identified by staff, .
consultants, and the Town consultant who is 1nventor1ng the
entire community, as being an unreinforced masonry '
bulldlng Eventually before January 1990, every building
in Town that is unreinforced masonry constructJon, whether
publicly or privately owned, will have been identified.

The state is requiring the Town to identify the buildings
and to adopt a mitigation program, and so far the only
moneys that are available from the state are moneys for
large residential buildings of this type of construction
with low cost loans to assist the owners. currently there
are no loans available for commercial office buildings.

Zaharoff asked if the building has been identified as an-
historical building or whether it would qualify as one, and
if so, whether there were any grants available. Library
Director Wingate said there was a new awareness of Carnegie
Library buildings and communities are being asked to
register them, with hopes they can obtain funding to save
them, and if not, as a library, as another use. She
suggested that the Historical Commission might be in a
position of obtaining historical grants if they moved
upstairs into the older part of the building.

Colteaux requested clarlflcatlon on Dickens’ recommendation
on the interim use. Dickens responded that information has
been presented to the Council that the building could
collapse during a moderate earthquake and, knowing that,
there are the liability and moral questlons of whether the
Town wants to keep the building open and have employees
work there. If the Council is satisfied with maintaining
operations in the building, then the Town can proceed with
focusing on the state’s requirements and what to do about
the building in the long-term. On the other hand, if the
Councilmembers feel the building should be closed as soon
as possible, then different courses of action need to be
explored. He advised that the consensus of staff was that
given what is known about the building, the Town should
start taking steps very soon to at least close the old part
of the library from public use.

Roth advised that keeping the library open was a
potentially serious situation for the Town.

Sharp asked Wingate how feasible was it to get out of the
building quickly and operate somewhere else. Wingate said

‘the service would have to be reduced, noting that there was

no comparably sized building nearby into which the Town
could afford to move. Whether the library building is
used for book storage or construction takes place, service
will be curtailed. Sharp asked if any steps had been taken
to see what facilities were available. Wingate said she
had a list of possibilities that she could present to the
Council.
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a portable from Drake to White Hill was $58,000.
However, the Town would have a useful building that it
could elsewhere when the library is finished with it.

Colteaux said if the Council wanted to enlarge the library
and strengthen the existing structure, both the library and
the Historical Commission would have to move out. Wingate
said she had thought about operating out of a storefront
under reduced circumstances while the building project is
underway. One possibility would be to join the County
circulation system so that San Anselmo would have access to
more books during this period. The minimum amount of
space needed to put out new books, magazines,
encyclopedias, and a check-out area, was 500 to 1000 square
feet. 1If the money was available to purchase a portable
classroom, Wingate said she felt the library could be
operated using the County circulation system within the
existing budget.

Chignell said that all the reports that have been issued in
the last couple of years have said basically what Braun is
saying, but the exigency has not been there as it is today
and the January 1, 1990 date has moved the Council forward
in taking action. He wanted to give the Friends of the
Library and the Library Services Committee to make a formal
recommendation on this issue. He expressed concern about

~ where the funds would be obtained for either a retrofitting
project or new structure.

Dickens said the reason he felt it was important to have
the meeting tonight was to address the question of how does
the Council feel about the liability and about staying in
the building until the long-range solutions are decided.
The question was should staff start taking steps
immediately to close the building down, and, if possible,
find some alternatives. If not, then they would
concentrate on the longer range issues of the future of the
library building.

Colteaux commented that he thought the Council already has
a commitment to the look and feel of the present library
building and felt the Town should save the building and tie
it in with an enlargement and improvement of the library.
He supported doing the $100,000 retrofit, getting the
temporary building, make every effort to fund the
enlargement and remodel of the library, and making the
closure for the tie-down retrofit as limited as possible.

Zaharoff also expressed interest in retaining the library
building, and wanted to hear recommendations from the
people who have been involved with the library and are
familiar with it. She said that if it was determined that
the library should either be closed or to proceed with the
$100,000 fix first, what piqued her interest was renting
Devonshire Hall because of its relatively inexpensive cost
and minimal need for set up compared to a portable. She
said she was also concerned that although posting the
building as hazardous would not be helpful to the Town from
a legal point of view, the Town has a moral obligation to
warn people of the condition of the building and leave it
up to them to decide whether they are going to go enter it.
She wanted to the building to be posted unless -the Town
Attorney advises to the contrary.

Sharp said he was not comfortable with the liability
situation and felt the Town should undertake immediate
steps to get people out of the building as soon as
feasible. He expressed support for the idea to obtain a
portable building rather than spending money on leasing
space. He agreed that the Town has a commitment to the
library building, in that it is a significant part of the
character of the town. He supported keeping the library in




