TOWN OF SAN ANSELMO
STAFF REPORT
Sept x3, 2016

For the meeting of September 13, 2016

TO:

Town Council

FROM:

Scott Schneider, P.E., Assistant Public Works Director
Sean Condry, P.E., Public Works Director

SUBJECT:

Town Median Master Plan

RECOMMENDATION:
That Town Council approve a contract to Siegfried consultants for creation of a Median Master Plan in
the amount of $67,000.

BACKGROUND:
The Town of San Anselmo has three major medians - Sir Francis Drake Boulevard (SFD) from
Bolinas Avenue to the Hub, Red Hill A venue from the Hub to Sequoia Drive, and Center Boulevard
from Madrone Avenue to San Anselmo A venue. The three medians are in need of improvements. The
Department of Public Works is proposing to create a Master Plan for the three medians, along with a
Storm Water Resources Plan (SWRP), which will direct future improvements and allow the Town to
be eligible for grant funds for bioretention and Low Impact Development (LID) projects to improve
water quality and reduce storm water runoff to our creeks.
Red Hill Median
In 1999, the Town formed the Red Hill Median Task Force to assess the health of the median trees,
and recommend improvements as necessary. Red Hill Avenue, also known as the Miracle Mile,
between Sir Francis Drake Boulevard (SFD) and Sequoia Drive, has long provided a grand and stately
entry to San Anselmo and points further west.
Of the 49 American Elm trees that existed in the median in 1999, only 21 remain. The trees suffer
from Dutch Elm Disease (OED), and according to an arborist report in 2013 by Ed Gurka, all of the
remaining trees will eventually succumb to the disease and should be removed.
The Red Hill Median Task Force recommended that the Town move forward with a plan to remove the
American Elm trees and replace them with a more disease-resistant variety of elm such as Prospector
Elms, several of which have been planted in recent years in the Red Hill Median closest to SFD. At
either end of the median (at SFD and Sequoia Drive), the Task Force recommended smaller accent
trees be installed, such as Lagerstroemia indica ' Arapaho ' (a crape myrtle) or one or more types of
Prunus cerasifera - '"Krauter Vesuvius' (Cherry Plum) or 'Atropurpurea' (Purple Leaf Plum).
The Task Force also recommended that an irrigation system be installed to ensure proper watering can
be accomplished to ensure the health of the trees. A large PG&E gas transmission line located beneath
the median will affect the future planting plan and some of the smaller existing trees.
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The Master Plan will establish a planting and irrigation plan, and allow for alternatives for storm water
runoff to drain to the median areas. In addition to possible grant opportunities, additional funds may
be available from a private donor(s).
Sir Francis Drake Median
The median along Sir Francis Drake Boulevard between the Hub and the Town of Ross consists of
trees, shrubs, junipers, ivy and other low maintenance groundcover. The median may be eligible for
grant funds for low impact development (LID), or bioretention/rain gardens/infiltration areas that may
improve water quality and reduce the intensity of stormwater runoff. Opportunities may also be
available for installation of public art pieces, in addition to native, low maintenance trees, shrubs and
groundcover.
Center Boulevard Medians
The Center Boulevard medians are located along both sides of Center Boulevard between Madrone
A venue to San Anselmo A venue. Center Boulevard was formerly the railroad tracks between San
Anselmo and Fairfax, ant the current medians consist of the sloped sides of the raised track bed. The
medians are planted with trees, shrubs and natural grasses. New sidewalks are proposed for this
section of Center Boulevard in the draft Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan as a long-term project.
Storm Water Resource Plan
In order for the Town to be eligible for grand funds from the State Proposition 1 Storm Water Grant
Program, the Town must have an approved Storm Water Resource Plan (SWRP). The County of
Marin is planning to create a Ross Valley Watershed SWRP that will meet the Prop 1 requirements.
Once an approved SWRP is in place, the Town will be eligible for grants to assist with construction of
LID and storm water capture projects, which could be accommodated in the Red Hill, Center
Boulevard and SFD medians.
The medians have long needed to be addressed as noted in the history above. New plants are needed,
better irrigation, and a long term maintenance plan. Over the years limited funding along with a
smaller Streets and Parks crew has led to their decline. Much of the existing irrigation system has
fallen apart, trees have been impacted by disease, and weeds have taken over.

DISCUSSION:
Staff requested proposals from several firms, and has determined that Siegfried Engineering, Inc. is the
most qualified firm to prepare the Median Master Plan (Attachment 1 Siegfried Proposal). If
approved, it is anticipated that the process will commence this fall and will take 6-12 months to
complete. Several community meetings are proposed to gather input regarding the future design of the
three medians.
The Median Master Plan will focus on a community process to help develop site planning and a
conceptual design both for landscaping and stormwater within the medians. Once a plan is created
funding will have to be found to implement the plan and, most importantly, maintain it, both of which
will be costly. The Master Plan along with the SWRP, associated grants and potential private money
may be a way for the Town to address the long needed work on the medians.
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FISCAL IMPACT

The creation of the Median Master Plan is estimated to cost approximately $67,000 as shown on
Attachment 1. Funding for the plan will come from the Measure D sales tax. Construction costs have
not been identified. Staff will pursue grant opportunities as well as private donations for future median
construction projects.
Respectfully submitted,

Jca=tr i~~ ?J/°1//t,
Scott Schneider, P.E.
Assistant Public Works Director

~

>-----

Sean Condry, P.E.
Public Works Director

Attachment 1 Siegfried Median Master Plan Proposal
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September 6, 2016
Sean Condry
Public Works Director
Town of San Anselmo
525 San Anselmo Avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960
RE:

MEDIAN MASTER PLAN
SAN ANSELMO, CALIFORNIA
PROPOSAL FOR PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES

Dear Sean;
We appreciate the opportunity to propose our services to you for this project. By providing integrated
site design services including landscape architecture, civil engineering, and surveying, our clients
typically reduce their project management time, project design time, and overhead. This delivery
method was used for many of our past projects and has been proven successful.
Our scope of work, based on previous meetings and emails and our familiarity with the project is as
follows.
I.

Project Description

Site planning and conceptual design for three stretches of median (depicted on attachment,
Exhibit A) in the Town of San Anselmo.
II.

Scope of Work

Siegfried Engineering, Inc. (Siegfried) will provide civil engineering, landscape architecture
and surveying services to the Town of San Anselmo (Client) for the Median Master Plan
(Project) in San Anselmo, California including the following services:
TASK 1 - LIMITED TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY

1.

Prepare a limited topographic survey of approximately 7,200 linear feet of road, as shown on
Exhibit A. The mapping will be in sufficient detail for use by Siegfried in developing site master
plans, but will not be sufficient to facilitate final site design .
2. The following features will be located and mapped, at a minimum:
a. Curb lines at gutter flowline, including any medians.
b. Edge of pavement.
c. Shots will generally be at 100' station spacing along the roadways, and at grade breaks,
beginning, middle and ends of horizontal curves, including side street curb returns.
(essentially a cross section of the impacted area)
d. Storm inlets and pipes (dipping the inverts for storm drain only)
e. Utility boxes/vaults in medians
f. trees
3. Field measurements will be accomplished with D-GPS where practicable, and with
conventional robotic total stations where overhead obstructions preventing sufficient GPS
reception may exist.
4. Office preparation and mapping of the surveyed features utilizing AutoCAD Civil 3d 2015.
5. Mapping will be based on the California Coordinate System, NAD83, NAVD88 datum.

F :\16projects\16017 San Anselmo Storm Water Grants\Win-Docs\Siegfried Proposals\16017 San Anselmo Median Master Plan
Scope and Fee Ver 2.docx
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6. Utility locations will not be mapped as a part of this scope of work, with the exception of
structures in the median and adjacent storm drain .
CONDITIONS TO THE SCOPE:

1.
2.

Client shall provide full access to property.
Work is to be conducted during regular business hours, Monday-Friday, with no
limitations to those hours.

EXCEPTIONS TO THE SCOPE

It is understood that the exceptions to the scope of surveying services shall generally exclude any
service not specifically described above and shall specifically exclude the providing or performing of
the following:
a.
map application and checking and recordation fees,
b.
preliminary title reports,
c.
permits,
d.
displaying (mapping of) irrigation system features,
e.
any site-specific safety, biology or other training or orientation.
f
boundary or right of way surveys or determinations
g.
ALTA Survey
h.
construction staking, and
i.
reimbursable expenses.

TASK 2- MEDIAN MASTER PLAN
1. Attend up to three (3) community outreach meetings and one (1) council meeting. Exhibits will
be prepared for the meetings to allow feedback from the community.
2. Prepare detailed planting exhibits including pictures of the types of plants and trees
recommended for these medians and allow the community to give feedback. These exhibits
will be presented at the meetings and get progressively more detailed will each meeting. The
final exhibit will be the planting plan for these medians moving forward into the next phase of
design . The exhibits will also depict the median layout along with different features of the
medians including the storm water treatment area and any drainage infrastructure that may be
necessary.
3. Once the preferred alternatives are chosen Siegfried will prepare a Median Master Plan and
show how these three medians are planted as well as how they treat, store and infiltrate storm
water in order to reduce the impact runoff will have on the Town's storm drain system , creeks
and streams. The three medians incorporated into the Median Master Plan will be the
medians on Red Hill Avenue (from Sir Francis Drake Blvd to Hilldale Drive), Sir Francis Drake
Blvd (from Bolinas Avenue to Red Hill Avenue) and Center Blvd (from Bridge Avenue to
Redwood Road/Saunders Avenue) . See attached Exhibit A for project areas of the Median
Master Plan .
4. Prepare a cost estimate and project budget for the three different median areas.
5. Prepare a strategic memo identifying areas in the medians where there are opportunities to
implement measures of a Storm Water Resource Plan (SWRP) and identify possible grant
pursuits and incremental future actions for the Town . This memo will be brief and provide
general direction which will assist the Town with identifying a strategy for pursuing the SWRP
preparation and applying for LID grants.

Corporate Office

San Jose

Sacramento

3244 Brookside Rd ., Ste . 100
Stockton , CA 95219
t: 209.943.2021 f: 209 .942 .0214

111 N. Market St. , Ste. 300
San Jose, CA 95113
t: 408.754.0121

109 Scripps Drive
Sacramento, CA 95825
t: 916.520.2777
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EXCEPTIONS TO THE SCOPE

It is understood that the following are not included in the scope:
a.
hazardous waste testing, monitoring and contingency plan for both site and
building demolition work,
b.
Phase I Environmental Assessment, Phase II Subsurface Investigation, and
asbestos and lead containing material investigation and report,
c.
geotechnical investigation, report and monitoring,
d.
infiltration testing,
e.
construction administration services,
f
environmental impact report,
g.
CEQAINEPAIEIR
h.
potholing to determine location and/or elevation of underground utilities,
i.
permit applications and fees,
).
construction management, inspection, supervision and scheduling,
k.
building interior plumbing and fire sprinkler plan,
I.
gas, electric and telephone service plans,
m.
sewage lift stations and water pressurizing system plans,
n.
design of any structural elements,
o.
record survey maps, tentative maps, parcel maps, final maps and legal
descriptions and sketches,
p.
septic system and leach field design,
q.
boundary surveys,
r.
SWPPP, QSD & QSP services,
s.
Construction documents
t.
construction staking, and
u.
reimbursable expenses.
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Item 10
Page 6 of 8

•
•
II SIEGFRIED

Page 4 of 5

Ill.

Limits of Work
The project limits extend as indicated on Exhibit A .

IV.

Fee Proposal
Description

2

Limited Topographic Survey
Median Master Plan and Grant
Strategic Plan

Reimbursable expense allowance
TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED FEE including
reimbursable expense allowance

Surveying

CE & LA

NTE Fee

NTE Fee

$19,000

N/A

$19,000

N/A

$47,000

$47,000

$500

$500

$1,000

$19.500

$4Z,500

$6Z,OOO

Total

We look forward to continuing our work with you and the Town. If you have any questions regarding
this proposal, please do not hesitate to call me directly. We will commence work upon your
authorization to proceed and the execution of your contract documents.
Sincerely,

/!::, f!//0JJ
Adam K. Merrill, P.E., QSD, QSP
SIEGFRIED
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EXHIBIT A
Note: Red lines indicate the three areas with medians included in the Median Master Plan on Sir
Francis Drake Blvd (south) , Center Blvd (west) and Red Hill Avenue (east).

Corporate Office
3244 Brookside Rd ., Ste. 100
Stockton, CA 95219
t: 209.943.2021 f: 209.942.0214

San Jose
111 N. Market St., Ste. 300
San Jose, CA 95113
t: 408.754 0121

Sacramento
109 Scripps Drive
Sacramento, CA 95825
t: 916.520.2777

Item 10
Page 8 of 8

